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April 18, 2012 VA Chapter Meeting Summary 

 

The ATSSA Virginia Chapter President Tom Kinsling called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 

on April 18, 2012.  Present along with Tom were Virginia Chapter officers: Andy Gross, 

Treasurer; and David Rush, Secretary.  Tom informed the chapter that Connie Vest, Vice 

President and President-elect, had informed him that due to a change in duties and greater 

responsibilities, she regrettably would no longer be able to serve as an officer for the VA 

Chapter.   

 

Self introductions were held around the room, with 17 persons in attendance, plus ATSSA staff 

members Matthew Bolick and Lee Stuart (see attachment A).  The meeting was held at the 

Embassy Suites Hotel in Hampton Roads in conjunction with the Virginia Transportation 

Construction Alliance spring conference.  It was determined that a quorum had been achieved.   

 

The following reports and presentations were given: 

 

 Andy Gross provided the Treasurer’s Report.  Currently, there is approximately 

$4178.00 in the Virginia Chapter accountant.   

 The minutes from the last Virginia Chapter meeting held on September 28, 2011, were 

approved by all. 

 The following Speakers/Topics were covered in today’s meeting: 

o VDOT Work Zone Awareness Week Activities – David shared with the members that 

VDOT will hold a Virgil at the VDOT Workers’ Memorial on April 23 and that 

barrels donated by Traffix Devices with 3M sheeting had been signed by VDOT 

personnel in each of the nine districts, the Research Council, and the Central Office, 

and would be used in the Virgil ceremony.  In addition, a work zone safety day event 

was going to be held at the CO, with many VA Chapter members, as well as National 

ATSSA participating.  WZ awareness events would be held at the rest areas 

throughout the week, and activities were planned across the state in many of the 

VDOT districts.  In honor of National WZ Awareness Week, David passed out orange 

ribbons for the members to wear to raise awareness to the national WZS event.  David 

also thanked John Risley of Traffic Devices and Andy Gross of 3M for their part in 

providing the barrels for use in this year’s awareness campaign.      

o Outsourcing of VDOT Work Zone Safety Publications – David reported that ATSSA 

was selected as the vendor to print, store, and sale VDOT WZS materials, including 

the 2011 VA Work Area Protection manual, the 2012 WZS Guidelines for Temporary 

Traffic Control pocket guide, the VDOT Flagger Certification Kit and cards, and 

WZS training DVD’s (see Attachment B – order form ). 

o High-Visibility Safety Apparel – David updated the chapter on the July 1, 2012 

requirements for the wearing of ANSI Class 3 apparel for both day and night 

operations, and explained when Type E trousers would need to be worn by 

employees.  A handout was distributed explaining the requirements (see Attachment 
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C).  Although VDOT employees will also begin wearing four 4″ by 1″ retroreflective 

stripes on their hardhats on July 1, it is not a requirement for contractors to do so.  

o Frequency Asked Questions on the 2011 VA WAPM – David passed out a FAQ 

document which is being prepared to address some questions from the field and to 

correct a few errors shown in the 2011 VA WAPM.  The document will soon be on 

the external VDOT webpage and will be the place to look for changes to the manual 

in the future (see attachment D).  

o TCD Specifications and Standards Update – Harry Campbell updated the chapter on 

the accomplishments of updating the TCD specifications and standards and shared a 

document on accomplishments in this area as well as planned events over the next 

few months (see Attachment E). 

o Revision Process for the 2011 Edition of the VA Supplement – Harry distributed an 

updated report in this area (see Attachment F) and informed the chapter that Tier I, II 

and some Tier III comments from last year’s review are being evaluated.  Persons 

who wish to serve in a voluntary capacity as a reviewer of the Supplement update or 

Specifications or Standards revisions may e-mail their contact information to 

VASupplement@vdot.virginia.gov. 

o VA Supplement Training and Outreach Plan – Harry informed the chapter that five 

6-hr. training sessions have been held within the VDOT Regions on the new 2011 VA 

Supplement to the 2009 MUTCD, and that additional training in NOVA, Richmond, 

and at the Virginia Section of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (VASITE) 

have been scheduled.  Harry gave an invitation to hold to brief summary training on 

the 2011 VA Supplement at the next VA ATSSA Chapter meeting if the chapter so 

chose. (See Attachment G).   

o Additional Information – David shared with the chapter that a draft of the Temporary 

Pavement Marking policy is nearly completed, and will shortly be sent to the VA 

ATSSA Chapter members for review and comments before going to other industry 

members.  Ginger Quinn informed the members that she is coordinating the 

revisions to Section 512, Maintaining Traffic, in the VDOT Road and Bridge 

Specifications, and will be sharing completed work with members of the Traffic 

Control Devices committee for review.  

 Unfinished Business – 

Ginger gave a summary of the ASSA Foundation “Life Behind the Barrels” calendar 

poster contest for 2010 by showing the winning drawings in the three grade ranges, K-1
st
; 

2
nd

-4
th

; and 5
th

-6
th

.  Tom made a motion to spend $30 to frame and engrave each of the 

winning photo’s to be given to the winners as a keepsake.  The motion was seconded by 

Ricky Edwards and passed unanimously.  A pizza party will be held for the winners at 

the Omega Private Academy school by Tom and Ginger.  

mailto:VASupplement@vdot.virginia.gov
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Ginger discussed the next year’s contest and told the chapter members we need to get 

into the schools earlier (before the school year begins if possible) before instructional 

schedules are finalized to have a better change of increasing participation.  Tom thanked 

Ginger for doing a great job of heading up this campaign again for the chapter.    

New Business – 

Tom stated that next fall new chapter officers will take over.  Since Connie Vest has resigned as 

the Vice President and President-elect, nominations were taken to fill this position, thereby 

becoming the chapter president.  Tom nominated Andy Gross, seconded by Frank Payne, and 

was passed unanimously.  For the Vice President and President-elect position, Mark Council 

offered his name and was seconded by Frank, and was passed unanimously.  For the Treasurer 

position, Tom offered his name, was seconded by Ricky and was passed unanimously.  David 

volunteered to stay on as Chapter Secretary and was unopposed. 

 A discussion was held on how well other ATSSA Chapters held “How To” conferences in 

conjunction with DOT personnel.  Bruce Owens and Ric Macey offered to get some names and 

information from other chapters who have held successful events.  Volunteers were asked to 

form an investigation committee to review the information and what it would take to hold a 

Virginia Chapter “How To” event.  Ric Macey volunteered to chair the committee, along with 

Jay Hunter, David Rush, Paul Kelley, and Ginger Quinn also volunteering. Anyone else 

interested in working with this group should contact Ric (rmacey@flinttrading.com). 

David informed the chapter that work zone safety assessments will be conducted across the 

Commonwealth this year in each of our nine districts by on-call consultant teams to help us 

establish a “benchmark” on the condition of work zone installations.  Briefing sessions will be 

held with each district, and an statewide report will be developed at the end of the project.  

Findings may be able to be presented at the next ATSSA Chapter meeting. 

Tom asked for each committee to meet before the fall meeting so reports can be shared on the 

work each committee is performing.  This would include a report from the Membership 

Committee, the Pavement Marking committee, the Traffic Control Device Committee, and the 

“How To” Event committee. 

Matt Bolick of ATSSA stated that a Basic WZ Traffic Control training course has been 

scheduled for Fredericksburg on Aug. 27 and will be available at the FHWA grant rate of $25.  

See the ATSSA website for details: 

http://www.atssa.com/TrainingCertification/TrainingEventsStates.aspx?statecd=VA 

Frank Payne asked if the next ATSSA Chapter meeting could be held at National ATSSA 

Headquarters in the fall.  Matt said he would check to see when the conference room would be 

available in September and get back to Tom. (Since then, the date has been finalized – Sept. 12, 

10 a.m. at ATSSA HQ.) 

There being no further discussion items, Tom made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Paul Kelley 

and the meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.  
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